Playgrounds Then and Now
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Children enjoy playing on the playground. But how did the idea of having a playground begin.
The idea of a playground started in 1885 in the city of Boston when some people left a pile of sand in a park for children to play in. The kids loved it and played in the sand. They did some digging with small shovels and made mud pies and sand pies. Old and young children played in the sand. Soon there were more piles of sand for the kids to play in.
After that, playgrounds still had the sand piles but then came the swings and slides. Some children played on monkey bars and the children played on the see saw. The playground had grass, dirt and rocks too. The children would play in the sand. The slide was tall and it was hot in the summer when the sun was out. Children would swing on the swings to keep cool. Sometimes they would jump off the swing. The monkey bars were good for climbing. The children could climb high. Sometimes the children would hang upside down.
Then came the plastic playground and the sand was gone. Today there is soft rubber matting on the ground. The kids can climb on plastic steps and move in plastic tunnels. The slides are short and made of plastic. Some playgrounds are made of wood today. Children can climb on these playgrounds and walk on wooden spaces. Some playgrounds have nets that children can climb. 
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