Lesson 3.15

	Writer’s Workshop Focus: Looking at How-To Texts

	Materials:
· Copies of a variety of How-To Books
· Chart Paper
· Markers

	Instruction:
1. Writers, it is time for Writing Workshop. (Teacher does the signal and students should know to come to the gathering area for Writing Workshop).

2. Writers today we are going to be starting a new kind of writing. We will be writers, and we will be teachers. We are going to be working on writing that teaches people how to do things, or how to make things. 

3.  Teacher will select a How to book to use as an example. Holding up the book the teacher will say, “Let’s look at this How- To Book. This books shows us how to ___________________. When writers write a how to book they organize their information in a way that makes it easy to follow. This book is like reading a set of directions. Look at  (Here the teacher will make sure to point out the following features of a how to book: teaches the reader how to do or make something, has a list of materials or ingredients, give directions, has a sequence of steps to follow and has illustrations that match the directions.


	Student Engagement:
1. Now you are going to have an opportunity to work with a partner and look at a How-To Text. I want you to talk with your partner about what you notice about the book I give you.

2. Teacher will pass out How-To books and give the students a few minutes to go through the books.

3. Now writers, I want you to decide with your partner, one thing that you noticed about your book that you want to share with the class. What is something you see over and over again in your book?

4. Give students a chance to share what they saw. Summarize the most important elements and record them on chart paper. Some items to be sure to include on the chart are:
· Directions are stated
· Sequence of steps to follow
· Pictures or illustrations that go along with the written directions
· List of materials needed
· Teaches the reader how to do or make something

5.  Today when you go off to write, I want you to think about all of the how-tos we do in the classroom, like “how to line up for lunch” and I want you to begin to make a list of how-tos that we have in our classroom. In your Writer’s Notebook in the “Ideas” section I want you to title a page “Classroom How –Tos.” Think to yourself….If we had a new student come to our class today what would I need to teach him or her? Turn and talk to your partner about one routine we would need to teach that new student.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Now I want you to go off to your independent writing area and make a list of routines. Or how-tos a new student would need to learn in our class.
7. Give students an opportunity to write this list and then send student off to write with the signal.

	Conclusion:
1. Writers it is now time for us to meet in the gathering area. (Call students back using a signal)
2. Teacher will select 4-5 students to share some of their classroom how-tos.
3. Writer’s we have learned about How-To books today and also about different classroom how-tos that we do in our own classroom. Tomorrow we will write more. 
4. Dismiss students to their seats with a signal to end Writer’s Workshop.




